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Serial No.: 10/060,905 
Group Art Unit: 3732 
Examiner: C. O'Connor 


Atty, Docket No,: 101896-246 


REMARKS 


Applicant thanks Examiner O'Connor fbr extending the courtesy of a personal interview 
on January 26, 2005 during which agreement was reached that the rejected claims distinguish 
over the cited art Applicant further thanks the Examiner for her earlier allowance of claims 1 1- 
14 and 20, As discussed during the interview, Winslow fails to disclose or suggest an insert 
having an aperture extending lengthwise therethrough. Accordingly, claims 1 and 7, as well as 
the claims depending therefrom, distinguish over Winslow and Velikaris. Winslow further fails 
to disclose or suggest advancing the distal end of a guide channel into contact with a vertebra, or 
advancing a pedicle screw through the guide channel, as required by claims 27 and 37 and the 
claims depending therefrom. 

In view of die foregoing, and the agreement reached during the interview, the pending 
application is deemed to be in condition fbr allowance and Applicant respectfully requests early 
allowance thereof. The Examiner is urged to contact the undersigned attorney fbr applicant in 
the event that such communication is deemed to expedite allowance of the application. 


NUTTER, McCLENNEN & FISH, LLP 

World Trade Center West 

155 Seaport Boulevard 

Boston, MA 02210 

Tel: (617)439*2766 

Fax: (617)310^9766 


1396511,1 


Respectfully submitted, 


Date; January 28, 2005 


WimarrrC. Geary m, Reg, No, 31,359 
Attorney fbr Applicant 
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